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Wh-en, adding another to the countless errors which it
has taught the people, the Legislature, by passing the
Ten-Hours-Bill, asserted that it was the duty of the State
to limit the duration of labour, there naturally arose
among the working classes, the desire for further ameliora-
tions to be secured in the same way.    First came the for-
midable strike of the Amalgamated Engineers.   The rules
of this body aim to restrict the supply of labour in va-
rious ways.    No member is allowed to work more than a
fixed number of hours per week; nor for less than a fixed
rate of wages.    No man is admitted into the trade who
has not  " earned a right by probationary servitude."
There is a strict registration, which is secured by fines on
any one who neglects to notify his marriage, removal, or
change of service.    The council decides, without appeal,
on all the affairs, individual and general, of the body.
How tyrannical are the regulations may be judged from
the fact, that members are punished for divulging any
thing concerning the society's business; for censuring one
another; for vindicating the conduct of those fined, etc.
And their own unity of action being secured by these co-
ercive measures, the Amalgamated Engineers made a pro-
longed effort to impose on their employers, sundry restric-
tions which they supposed would be beneficial to them-
selves.     More   recently, we have seen similar  objects
worked for by similar means during the strike of the Op-
erative Builders.    In one of their early manifestoes, this
body of men contended that they had " an equal right to
share with other workers, that large amount of public
sympathy which is now being so widely extended in the
direction of shortening the hours of labour:" thus show-
Ing at once their delusion and its source.    Believing, as
they had been taught by an Act of Parliament to believe,
that the relation between the quantity of labour given
and the wages received, is not a natural but an artificial